CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 




1 . A method of accounting for services provided in an Int^jriet access transaction 
prising: 

using a first server to track an amount of timeTa first user is connected to the Internet 
through a first system operated by a first Intprfiet Service Provider with whom the first user 
does not have an account; 

transmitting a user vecpm from the first server to a central settlement server, the user 
record comprising datajthat includes an identifier for the first user and the amount of time 
the first user wa^onnected to the Internet through the first system; and 

uskfg the central settlement server to generate a report from the user record, the 
reDptf including at least the amount of time the first user was connected to the Internet 



2. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

before generating the report, filtering the data in the user record. 



3. The method of claim 2 wherein the step of filtering the data in the user record 
includes the removal of duplicate records. 



4. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
providing the report to the first Internet Service Provider. 
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5. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

storing the user record on a second server before transmitting the user record to the 
central settlement server. 



6. A method of accounting for services provided in an Internet access transaction 




using a first server to track an amountyOf time a first user is connected to the Internet 
through a first system operated by a first Iijfernet Service Provider with whom the first user 
does not have an account; 

transmitting a user record frorii the first server to a second server, the user record 
including at least an identifier for tile first user and the amount of time the first user was 
connected to the Internet througM the first system; 

transmitting the user record from the second server to a central settlement server; 

storing the user record in a first database controlled by the central settlement server; 

filtering the user record to yield a filtered user record; 

storing the filtered user record in a second database controlled by the central 
settlement server; 

using the cerftral settlement server to generate a roaming report from the filtered 
user record, the roaming report including at least an amount of money owed to the first 
Internet Service Provider for the amount of time the first user was connected to the Internet 
through the fir^t system; and 

AIMN-0I--6 
291/0! 19671.01/1 

22 



using the central settlement server to generateXsettlement report from the filtered 
user report, the settlement report including at lgdst an amount of money a second Internet 
Service Provider must pay for the amoupf of time the first user was connected to the 
Internet through the first system. 

7. The method of claim 6 further comprising: 

making the roaming report available to the first Internet Service Provider. 




8. The method of claim 7 wherein the step of'making the roaming report available 
to the first Internet Service Provider comprises polishing the roaming report on a World 
Wide Web server accessible by the first Internet Service Provider. 



9. The method of claim 6 wherein the roaming report includes an amount of money 
owed by the first Internet Service Provider to a second Internet Service Provider for an 
amount of time a second user was connected to the Internet through a second system 
operated by the second Int^et Service Provider with whom the second user does not have 
an acco unt. 



10. The method of claim 6 furthe/coinprising: 

making the settlement report available to the second Internet Service Provider. 
1 . The method of claim 10 further comprising: 
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after the settlement report is made available to the second Internet Service Provider, 
< ^ f ^transmitting funds from the second Internet Service Provider! a settlement operator; and 
transmitting funds from the settlement operato/to the first Internet Service Provider 

1 2. An apparatus for tracking an Internet access transaction comprising 




first server means for tracking an amount off time a first user is connected to the 
Internet through a first system operated by a firsft Internet Service Provider with whom the 
first user does not have an account and for generating a first user record that includes at 
least an identifier for the first user and the /mount of time the first user was connected to the 
Internet through the first system; 

first transmission means for transmitting the first user record over the Internet; 
second server means for rec/iving the first user record from the first server when the 
first user record is transmitted over the Internet by the first transmission means, and for 
retransmitting a second user record over the Internet, the second user record including at 
least some to the same informition contained in the first user record; 

third server means for receiving the second user record from the second server 
means when the second user record is transmitted over the Internet; and 

first storage means associated with the third server means for storing the second user 
record. / 



13. The apparatus of claim 12 further comprising: 

second storage means associated with the third server means; and 
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filtering means for altering at least some information on the second user record to 
yield a third user record, and for storing the third user record oh the second storage means. 



. 14. The apparatus of claim 12 further comprising: 
report generation means for assembljng&t least some of the information in the 
second user record with information fro/n a/Jflrality of other user records to yield a report, 
the other user records including an ^jdentifier for each of a plurality of other users and an 
amount of time each of the plurality of other users were connected to the Internet. 



15. The apparatus of claim 13 further comprising: 

report generation means for assemblmg/a^ieast some of the information in the third 
user record with information from a plurality Qfither user records to yield a report, the 
other user records including an identified for each of a plurality of other users and an 
amount of time each of the pluralit/of other users were connected to the Internet. 



^The apparatus of claim 1 5 further comprising: 
'\V / we ° server means for publishing the report on a world wide web page. 




1 7. The apparatus of claim 1 5 further comprising: 
file transfer protocol server means for making the report available as an ASCII file 
on the Internet. 
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